What happened in the past month...
The Commission supports Eco-innovation projects  
· The European Commission set off EUR 35 mil out of the Competitiveness and Innovations Framework Programme for new projects regarding eco-innovative business processes, products and services.   
· The Call is addressed to small and medium enterprises and covers new projecs regarding material recycling, sustainable construction products or food industry. 
GreenLight and GreenBuilding EU awards
· These awards, launched by the European Commission in 2000 and 2005 respectively, promote the reduction of energy consumption by public and private organisations on a voluntary basis.

· These initiatives count over 700 participants all over Europe, who save approximately 545 GWh each year. This is equivalent to the energy used by two mid-size European cities over the same period. 
Emission allowances will not have central EU platform  
· The European Commission introduced a proposal to the member states that called for an establishment of a joint European platform for auctions of CO2 allowances. 
· The Commission enables the member states to take use of an exception from the EU system during first five years and to organize auctions further on a national level. 
New energy goals for the Mediterranean 
· The EC released an update of the MEDRING study. 
· It covers basic data and analysis of the Mediterranean energy market .
· It is one of the key tools for its development.  
· The updated version also covers short-term quantified goals that should be reached within five years. The primary goal is to create a more integrated market and to strengthen regional cooperation, but it also focuses on the support of financing larger investments, on technology transfers and on the export of electricity from renewable sources from Northern Africa to the EU.   
Sustainable energy – what does the European policy aim at?  
· In late March the European Sustainable Energy Week was held in Brussels. 
· Günther Oettinger, EU Commissioner for Energy, introduced directions of development the European policy for energy efficiency and renewable sources.  
· The prerequisite is the implementation of legislation forming necessary regulatory framework. 
· However, current legislation ensures two-thirds of 20 % goal of energy savings until 2020 at the best. 
Will Europe further use bio-fuels as planned?  
· The European Commission is under pressure to alter EU-wide agreed targets of replacing 10 percent of fossil fuels with renewable energy by 2020, as its own internal studies have proven that biofuels have a negative impact on the environment and food production.
· EU energy commissioner Guenther Oettinger is considering a re-think of policies. 
· The studies capped the "sustainability" level at 5.6 percent of traditional fossil fuels, suggesting that a higher percentage would harm the environment and endanger food crops. 
Regions disappointed by 'Europe 2020' energy plans 
· The EU's new flagship initiative for boosting growth and employment in Europe is surprisingly similar to the failed Lisbon Strategy, according to Klaus Klipp, general secretary of the Assembly of European Regions (AER). 
· The key to successfully fostering innovation - not to mention tackling issues like energy supply and energy efficiency - lies in encouraging European regions to learn from one another rather than drawing up policy in Brussels.
· The AER boss singled out decentralising energy supply and ensuring that electricity is produced from a variety of sources as concrete examples of how regions can work together to help the EU to achieve its goals. 
Italy revives nuclear energy  
· French Areva settled an agreement with Italian Ansaldo Energia on a supply of at least 4 nuclear reactors to a joint project of Enel and EdF.  
· The agreement ensures cooperation in all aspects of nuclear energy incl. safety, technology cooperation and dismantling of old power plants. 
· Four new nuclear power plants will increase a share of energy from nuclear sources to 25 % and will cover a half of Italian consumption. 
GdF Suez will build 190 MW biomass power plant in Poland   
· French GdF Suez announced it would build a 190 MW biomass power plant in Poland.  
· So-called green unit will produce 190 MW of electricity by burning wood and other biomass products. 
· It will cover a consumption of more than 400 thousand households and will also cut down green house emissions by more than 1 mil tons per year.   
· The power plant that should be put into operation in late 2012, will be a part of current power plant in Polańc in South-eastern Poland. 
The climate agreement will not be likely reached this year  

· The UN officials made it clear that the climate agreement would not be likely reached this year. 
· More rounds of negotiations are needed and it is highly improbable they would be closed by the time of the conference in Cancún.
· Success of the talks depends on willingness of all the parties to negotiate.  
· Negotiations are rough especially among the US, China and India. 
The EU should double its expenses on energy projects  
· ... if it wants to meet its target on cutting green-house emissions and on “de-carbonization” of the economy – that is the conclusion of the „Roadmap 2050” report. 
· If Europe wants meet its emission targets, it will have to invest not only into new renewable sources, but also into reserve capacities and new transmission grids over the next decades. 
· The Report explains in detail what the transition to renewable sources and nuclear energy from coal, oil and gas would mean to Europe.  
Commission authorises proposed acquisition of Cégélec by the Vinci Group  
· The European Commission has authorised the proposed acquisition of the French company Cégélec, a specialist in electrical engineering, mechanical engineering and heating and air-conditioning installations, by the French group Vinci, under the EU Merger Regulation.  
The Commission approves acquisition of Areva's power transmission and distribution business by Alstom and Schneider
· The Commission concluded that the two operations, notified and granted clearance separately, will not significantly impede effective competition in the European Economic Area (EEA) or any substantial part of it. 
· Schneider will acquire Areva's distribution business. Alstom will acquire the transmission activities as well as a limited number of distribution activities of Areva.
The Commission approves €16 million Austrian support to environmental-friendly project by Verbund-Austrian Thermal Power
· The European Commission has authorised Austria to grant €16 million towards an energy-saving project run by Verbund-Austrian Thermal Power GmbH & Co. KG for the combined production of electricity and heat.
· The combined production of electricity and heat is an innovative process that leads to significant primary energy savings compared to the separate production of heat and electricity. At the same time, it results in a reduction of greenhouse gases.
The Commission approves French subsidy to biofuel research 
· The EC approved a state subsidy of EUR 18 9 mil to GAYA research programme.  
· The research will focus on R&D of production of second generation of biofuels. 
· The project coordinator is GdF SUEZ.
· The GAYA project should support a development of decentralized bio-methane industry.   
Spain invests EUR 590 mil into electromobility  
· In March Spanish PM José Luis Zapatero introduced a Spanish national plan for promotion and development of electric vehicles.  
· In 2010 – 2011 Madrid wants to invest into this program EUR 590 mil.
· In the charging stations, Spain wants to use spare electricity from wind power plants produced off peak. 

EU Commissioner Oettinger in Russia for the first time 
· Günter Oettinger visited Russia on 7 – 9 April 
· During his visit he met the minister of energy Sergej Šmatko and the Gazprom executive director Alexej Miller. 
· The Nord Stream pipeline construction, according to Gazprom, should proceed 3 km per day. 
STOP to subsidies for states with excess deficits 
· The EC calls for suspending subsidies from structural funds to those countries that will not repeatedly meet the EU budget criteria. 
· It is one of the provisions for the states that violate the Stability and Growth Pact. 
Aid for Greece is ready  
· Eurozone ministers agreed on an aid of EUR 3bn to Greece, the IMF will lend other EUR 10 bn. 
· Interest rates of the loans should be approx. 5 %.   
· Greece wants to emit more obligations for a reasonable price. 
· By the end of May, the Greek government needs to borrow EUR 11 bn, this year they have to round up EUR 53 bn. 
Rut Bízková wants to make grants more effective  
· Minister of the Environment, Rut Bízkova, believes that there won’t be any finance left within the Operational programme Environment.  
· The Ministry of the Environment have greatly progressed regarding grants from EU funds. 
· The minister’s initiative should help to build e.g. flood control devices or new sewerage.. 
The European Council discussed Europe 2020 as well as the climate  
· The European Council agreed on key targets that should lead to higher employment and economic growth. 
· EU member states will set national targets that will respect different starting positions of individual states and specific national conditions. 
· The targets will be created via standard decision-making procedure on a national level; however they will be intensively discussed with the EC. 
· The Council plans to assess the progress of meeting this strategy each year and announced two specific discussions on R&D (9/2010) and energy policy (2011).  
· The discussion on energy will focus on tools that will help us reach low-emission economy and higher supply safety. 
