What happened in the past month...
The Parliament gives its nod to the new European Commission
· The new European Commission has been definitely confirmed at the February plenary session of the European Parliament in Strasbourg 
· The EC gained support of these political groups 
· - EPP, S&D and ALDE; the Greens, GUE/NGL and EFD
 were against
· Final vote: 488 to 137, 72 abstained
· The new Commission will stay in office until 31 October 2014
Energy ministers want to set clear targets 
· The Energy Action Plan for 2010-2014, which includes sections on sustainability, the fight against climate change and security in energy supplies, among others, as well as the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan, was the focus of the discussions at the Informal Council on Energy. 
· The Spanish want to emphasize the diversification of sources, infrastructure development and a new regulation on security of gas supplies.   
The European Nuclear Energy Leadership Academy created 
· The European Nuclear Energy Leadership Academy was established by 6 nuclear energy companies.
· The academy, which will be based near Munich (Germany), aims to attract university graduates to the nuclear energy sector and train future leaders in this field. 
The Commission creates two new Directorates-General 
· The European Commission has taken a number of decisions to implement the organisational consequences of the allocation of portfolios to Commissioners. Two new Directorates-General have been created: DG Energy (ENER) and DG Climate Action (CLIM). 
· The Energy DG consists of the departments in the former Transport and Energy DG dealing with energy issues and of the Task Force Energy which will be transferred from the External Relations DG.
· The Climate Action DG will be created from the relevant activities in DG Environment, the activities in the External Relations DG related to international negotiations on climate change and the activities in the Enterprise and Industry DG related to climate change.
China is the world leader in building wind power plants  
· According to the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC), China became the world leader in building wind power plants in 2009 
· It increased its production from this source by 13GW
· Europe increased its production by 10,5 GW and the USA by 9,9 GW
Russia is set to secure international energy security  
· At the Munich conference on energy security that was held on 6 January 2010, the vice-president of Russian state Duma Valerij Jazev stated that Russia would be ready to secure international energy security if the transit countries assumed their share of responsibility. 
· Russia plans to take future steps in accordance with a concept of international energy cooperation that was drafted by the Russian president Dmitrij Medveděv. 
Sweden contemplates nuclear energy  
· In the 1980 referendum, the Swedes decided to ban the construction of new nuclear power plants, since then 13 nuclear power plants have been shut down.  
· The Swedish government now contemplates to re-open this case and advocates its decision by the need of new reactors in fight against climate change and by securing energy sources.  
The Brazilian government approves construction of a giant hydro power plant 
· The Brazilian government has approved the construction of a new hydro power plant Belo Mento in the state of Pará that should become the world’s third biggest power plant with the total capacity of 11 GW.
· Estimated construction costs are USD 17bn, the electricity should be supplied to 23 mil households.  
· The energy company Elektronorte is behind the project. 
The Commission approves proposed acquisition of E.ON's Transmission System Operator by TenneT 
· The European Commission has cleared under the EU Merger Regulation the proposed acquisition of Transpower Stromübertragungs GmbH ( TPS) of Germany, a wholly-owned subsidiary of E.ON, by TenneT of The Netherlands.
· TPS is one of the four electricity Transmission System Operators in Germany. TenneT is the only Transmission System Operator in The Netherlands. 

The Commission welcomes structural measures of ENI 
· The European Commission announced that it would welcome the offer of structural reforms in the Italian gas company ENI. 
· These measures are adopted in reaction to the Commission complaint that ENI might violate EU antitrust rules by managing and operating gas network in Italy.    
The Commission approves aid for new 400 MW thermal power plant in Latvia 
· The European Commission has authorise aid that Latvia intends to grant by way of tender for the construction and operation of a 400 MW thermal power plant between 2015 and 2025.
· The measure is aimed to ensure that the future electricity demands will be met by available supplies and to reduce the dependency on gas as the dominant fuel source.
The Commission opens in-depth inquiry into preferential electricity tariffs for Aluminium of Greece
· The European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation under EU state aid rules to establish whether electricity tariffs granted by the Greek state-owned Public Power Corporation to Aluminium of Greece constitute illegal state aid. 
· In particular, the Commission will examine whether electricity is supplied below the market price. 
· The Commission will also investigate allegations that the state-owned Public Gas Corporation paid the construction costs of a gas pipeline belonging to Aluminium of Greece
Green light to Nord Stream

· On 12 February the consortium of Nord Stream AG won the last permission to construct the 1223 km pipeline. 
· After the project had been approved by the Finnish government in November last year, it received a green light also from the regional authorities in the south of Finland. 
· Now all the states (Russia, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Germany), whose waters this under-water project would lead through, have the project their nod. 
Red light to SWIFT system
· On 11 February the European Parliament didn’t allow the American investigators to access bank accounts of EU citizens. 
· The Parliament rejected by majority (378 to 196) the interim agreement between the EU and the USA on SWIFT system whose aim is to prevent terrorist attacks.   
New vice-president of the ECB 
· On 15 February the finance ministers elected a successor of the Greek vice-president of the European Central Bank (ECB) Lucas Papademos.  
· Number two in this key institution should become Portuguese Vitor Constanci; he is yet to be approved by the European Parliament and formally confirmed by heads of state and government of the EU at the March Summit.  
EU supports electric vehicles 
· EU ministers have agreed that the EU should support common strategy for electric vehicles
· There are already 90 charging stations on the market. 
· Directorate General for Industry and Enterprise pointed out that the Commission would prepare instructions for standardization of electric vehicles that would be binding for the industry. 
