What happened in the past month...
Assigned Amount Units market in 2010
· Assigned Amount Units, or units of emission reduction within the Kyoto protocol traded on the government level  

· In 2010 the AAU market is expected to be smaller compared to 2009 – the total market volume was 125 mil. AAU 
· In 2010 approx. 65 mil. AAU could be sold
What to expect in the energy business in upcoming 18 months?
· Upcoming presidency will focus on energy security and measures on climate change. 
· In mid-January the EU environment and energy ministers will gather in Sevilla for an informal meeting. 
· A key topic is the Copenhagen summit – a further plan regarding EU commitment to cut greenhouse emissions by 2020. 
· Another topic is a revision and adoption of a new plan for energy efficiency and a new tool that should replace EU rules for trans-European grids. 
Ukraine and Moldavia will join the Energy Community
· The 7th Energy Community Ministerial Council approved the accession of Ukraine and Moldova to the Energy Community. 
· Accession will be effective when and if these countries solve the remaining gaps and make their gas laws comply with the EU acquis requirements and complete their respective ratification procedures.
Lithuania shut down its nuclear power plant  
· On 31 December 2009 Lithuania shut down its Ignalina nuclear power plant. 
· Thus, the country met the requirement that it committed to when acceding the EU. 
· Ignalina is a power plant of so-called Chernobyl type.
· Now, Lithuania has to tackle issues of how to secure enough electricity for its citizens, since Ignalina met three-quarters of total domestic electricity demand. 

Venezuela fears energy crisis 
· The government of Venezuela plans to switch off electricity for four hours every second day.  

· This reduction of electricity supply and other saving measures should help to cut its consumption by one fifth. 
France wants to build new solar power plants  
· The goal is to produce 5400MWh of solar energy by 2020.
· By the end of 2010 two big solar power plants are to be built in France; the first one should be constructed in Bordeaux by the US First Solar along with EdF Énergies Nouvelles with the total capacity of 100MW; the latter in Strasburg by Voltec Solar. 
Oil issue between Moscow and Minsk remains 
· Russia and Belarus still haven’t settled on the price for oil supplies this year.  
· Belarus receives approx. 400 thousand barrels of oil through the Druzhba pipeline, but it consumes only one quarter of this volume.  
· The dispute emerged over the lack of terms for 2010 transits with Belarus. 
Green light from the Council for the Commission to negotiate a broad Nuclear Partnership Agreement with Russia
· On 22 December the Council of the European Union adopted a mandate authorising the Commission to negotiate a partnership agreement for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy between the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) and the Russian Federation. 
· Nuclear energy is an important component of the EU energy mix, generating almost one third of the electricity in the EU and two thirds of EU carbon free electricity.
· Currently, 146 nuclear power plants are operating in the EU.
Commission approves proposed acquisition of Alstom Hydro 

· On 13 January the European Commission cleared under the EU Merger Regulation the proposed acquisition of sole control over Alstom Hydro Holding by Alstom Holdings.  
· Alstom is an international group of companies mainly active in the manufacture of equipment and the provision of services for power generation and rail transport. 
· Alstom Hydro is active in the market for hydropower solutions and services. 
Agreement reached on Integrated Safeguards in the EU 
· The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in cooperation with the European Commission, has reached agreement on arrangements to implement ‘integrated safeguards’ in all non-nuclear weapon States of the European Union with significant nuclear activities.
· Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs said this milestone was the result of the constructive common efforts of all parties concerned. 

EU and Iraq signed a Strategic Energy Partnership Memorandum of Understanding 
· On 18 January during his visit to Baghdad Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs signed the Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic Energy Partnership. 
· The Memorandum outlines the following areas of cooperation: development of an energy policy for the Iraqi people, energy security of supplies between Iraq and the EU, promotion of renewable energy and energy efficiency.
· The Memorandum was signed by Commissioner Piebalgs and by the Iraqi Minister for Oil Hussain Al-Shahristani. Baroness Ashton, The EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, will subsequently co-sign the MoU together with the Council Presidency. 

EIB helps to finance smart grids
· The European Investment Bank (EIB) lends PLN 1 billion (EUR 250 million) for the modernisation of the Polish electricity distribution network, mainly in Central and Northern Poland. 

· The loan of PLN 1 billion will support the upgrading and extension of the distribution electricity networks in central and northern Poland and enable – the project promoter ENERGA SA – to connect some 134,000 new system users and improve the reliability of supply and to reduce network losses.
EU institutions met to discuss gas  
· In its first meeting in 2010, the Gas Coordination Group, under the chairmanship of the Commission, focused on the assessment of the situation on security of gas supply in the EU-27 and countries of the Energy Community and discussed priorities for the work of the Group in 2010.
· On 14 January the European Gas Regulatory Forum was held in Madrid.  
· The Coordination Group discussed situation in particular European countries afflicted with weather disasters, especially with strong wind. 
Turkey opened negotiations on the Environment Chapter 
· The eighth meeting of the Intergovernmental Conference with Turkey at Ministerial level was held in Brussels, following the start of the negotiations on 3 October 2005. 
· The aim of the Conference was to open negotiations on Chapter 27 - Environment, thus advancing further the negotiating process. This chapter covers areas that are of crucial importance for Turkey's preparations in implementing European policies. 
The year of 2009 in European retrospective  Konec formuláře

· Lisbon Treaty adoption 
· Crisis of gas supplies from Russia via Ukraine 
· The Czech Presidency to the EU
· Adoption of the 3rd liberalization package
· 7th direct elections to the European Parliament – the chairman of the EP becomes Jerzy Buzek
· Climate conference in Copenhagen 
