What happened in the past month...
The EU Commissioner seeks minimum tax on carbon emissions  
· The new European commissioner for taxation, Algirdas Šemeta, is planning to propose a minimum rate of tax on carbon across the whole EU.
· The law sets minimum excise rates for energy sources such as petrol, coal, and natural gas when they are used as motor and heating fuel or to produce electricity.

· Šemeta wants the tax to be calculated according to carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and energy content. 
Pilot ten-year network development plan (TYNDP) released
· European Network for Transmission System Operators for Electricity (ENTSO-E) released a proposal for electricity transmission infrastructure investments across 34 European countries for public consultations. 
· In accordance with EU Regulation 714/2009 on cross-border electricity exchanges, the TYNDP is a non-binding plan, to be updated every two years. 
· This first release of the TYNDP puts forward a total of close to 500 investment projects, worth 23-28 billion over the first five years. 
Renewable energy – the EU on track to meet 20% target 
· According to national forecasts submitted to the European Commission, the EU will surpass its target to consume 20 per cent of its energy from renewable energy by 2020. 
· The Commission estimates that the EU will reach an overall share of 20,3 per cent renewables. 
New strategy to boost global measures after Copenhagen 
· The European Commission set out a strategy to help maintain the momentum of global efforts to tackle climate change. 
· The Communication proposes that the EU swiftly begin implementing last December's Copenhagen Accord. 
The UK is set to build the world’s biggest wind park  

· The Arey wind park will supply electricity to 750 thousands households.  
· The park will dispose of 7 thousands wind turbines and should produce 1 GW. 
Cooperation between Nabucco and South Stream pipelines 
· If a part of a track of both pipelines merged, it would bring sizeable cost saving and higher return on investment.   
· Moreover, the merge of both pipelines could help supply Europe from other sources as well, not only from Russia – e.g. from Africa, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan. 
French President plans to boost nuclear energy  
· On 8 – 9 March 2010 Paris hosted a conference on the future of nuclear energy.  
· Nicolas Sarkozy called for building nuclear power plants in developing countries.  
· These projects should be financed with a help of international financial institutions, such as the World Bank. 
· France belongs among the biggest producers of nuclear energy in Europe; the nuclear energy amounts to 80 % of the total energy mix. 
Israel wants to build a new nuclear power plant
· The new nuclear power plant should help to solve dependence on coal and to contribute to the fight against climate change. 
· Israel could allegedly cooperate with its Arabic neighbours that showed some interest in nuclear energy (Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia).  

EU clamps down on carbon market fraud
· EU finance ministers approved a directive to clamp down on VAT fraud in carbon markets by allowing member states to shift the levy to the end user.
· The new directive, which amends the common system of value added tax (VAT), comes in response to fraud cases reported by several member states last summer. 
· Traders used a method known as 'carousel fraud', whereby carbon credits were bought in one country without having to pay VAT, and sold in another country where VAT was charged. They then disappeared before paying the tax to the authorities. 
· To tackle the problem, member states will have the option of temporarily (until 30 June 2015) reversing liability for VAT payments on greenhouse gas emission allowances from the supplier to the customer.  

Commission adopts biomass sustainability report 

· The Commission adopted a report on sustainability requirements for the use of solid biomass and biogas in electricity, heating and cooling. 
· The report makes recommendations on sustainability criteria to be used by those member states that wish to introduce a scheme at national level, in order to avoid obstacles for the functioning of the internal market for biomass. 
The EU released a benchmarking report on energy sector in 2009
· Member States still lack behind in the implementation of the internal energy market rules. 
· The 2009 Benchmarking Report reveals that the correct transposition of the European electricity and gas legislation in all member states is still not complete.
· The challenge the EU faces is to accelerate investments in energy infrastructure to enhance cross border trade, access to diversified sources of energy and in particular from renewable sources. 
· The report also highlights the impact of the financial and economic crisis on the internal energy market. Reduced economic activity resulted in a significant fall in the consumption of gas and electricity. 
Will there be a new European Monetary Fund?  
· Angela Merkel conceded that the eurozone could have its own version of the International Monetary Fund which would help those states in financial crisis.   
· The European Monetary Fund (EMF) could become the first tool of coordinated policy of the EU countries.  
· In case of Germany, that has been so far opposed to the idea of creating fiscal shoulder of euro (in contrast to France), it is a genuine U-turn. 
· Speculative attacks upon Greek economy impact the stability of euro; thus the entire economy of eurozone incl. Germany as its driving engine.  
. 
· Commission holds on to soil protection law
· Amid resistance from EU ministers, Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik has defended an EU directive on soil by claiming that national policies are not delivering and land management increasingly affects cross-border issues like climate change, biodiversity and water pollution. 
· Germany, the UK, France, the Netherlands, Austria and Malta continue to form a blocking minority in the Council. 
· The Commission insists on the original text despite the fact that member states are calling ever louder for an alternative – non-legislative – solution. 
The Commission gave its nod to Iceland’s membership negotiations  
· On 24 February the EC released its official recommendation to member states to launch official negotiations talks on Iceland’s membership.  
· Iceland is a member of Schengen area and the European Economic Community, therefore it has implemented a large portion of acquis, especially regarding internal market.   
Countries enhance their cooperation on marriage law 
· Justice Commissioner Viviane Reding will push for “enhanced cooperation” in order to harmonize legislation for divorces. 
· “Enhanced cooperation” is a tool brought by the Amsterdam Treaty. It provides for the coordinated approach of member states, however such rules are not binding for all members. 
· In case of marriage law, this approach was used after Sweden’s veto. 
· There are around 350,000 cross-border couples in Europe today; every year 170 thousand such couples get divorced (one-fifth of all divorces).    
EU mobile phone customers entitled to protection from data-roaming “bill shocks” 
· As from 1st  March 2010, European mobile phone operators are obliged under EU roaming rules to offer their customers a cut-off limit facility to protect them from 'bill shocks' for surfing the Internet with their mobile phones and laptops while travelling in other EU countries. 
· Under these roaming rules, this cut-off mechanism will, following a warning, cut consumers' mobile connection to the internet while abroad when their bill reaches a specified limit. 
· The EU mobile phone operators are obliged to offer their customers from 1st March 2010 a monthly cut-off limit of €50.
