What happened in the past month...
Industrial emissions in the European Parliament  
· Starting 2016 the IPPC Directive will significantly tighten up emission limits for sulphur and nitrogen oxides and dust, as well as it should bring stronger commitments to using better technologies of combustion devices.    
· Now the Directive will be discussed in the EP with member states, a plenary will vote on a compromising text in the beginning of July.   
The Commission wants to cut CO2 emissions by 30 % 
· On 26 May the EC released a Communication that presented an analysis of the costs, benefits and options for moving beyond the EU's greenhouse gas reduction target for 2020 of 20% below 1990 levels to 30% once the conditions for this move were met.
· The EU plans to increase its commitment to 30 % if an international compromise is reached and other countries will also meet their commitments – such agreement has not been reached yet. 
· The EC appeals to the member states to support this target. 
Jacques Delors: European energy community is a must  
· Former European Commission president Jacques Delors tabled proposals for a new EU treaty establishing an energy community and criticised the lack of political will in dealing with the eurozone's problems.  
· The proposal includes concrete measures ranging from an EU energy fund to "purchasing groups" of countries, so as to give them greater negotiation leverage in relations with suppliers like Russia.  
· The report sees three ways of achieving this energy community: via a new EU treaty, via "common actions" or via "re-inforced co-operation," pooling together countries who want the same things and gradually attracting more members – similar to the eurozone or the border-free Schengen area. 
The Commission backs down on centralised carbon auction plans 
· The European Commission has backed down on plans to establish a centralised platform for auctioning CO2 emission allowances from 2013, allowing Germany, the UK and other large emitters to organise auctions at national level. 
· A draft regulation was presented to EU member states on 6 April that would see a joint platform for auctioning carbon permits established during the third phase of the EU's emission trading scheme (EU ETS), which starts in 2013.
· However, the proposal gives EU member states the chance to opt out from the European scheme during the first five years and allows them to auction their share of emission allowances until 2016 at national level.

Solar to generate 25% of world’s electricity by 2050
· Solar power could provide up to a quarter of the world's electricity needs by 2050 if countries put in place long-term policies to support early deployment and sustained technology innovation, according to the International Energy Agency (IEA). 
· The IEA released technology roadmaps for solar photovoltaic (PV), which generates electricity using solar panels, and concentrating solar power (CSP), which collects sunlight with giant mirrors and focuses it on a liquid to produce steam that then drives a turbine.  
· It estimates that each technology has the potential to supply more than 11% of global electricity by mid-century.  
Putin wants to merge Gazprom with Ukrainian Naftogaz 
· Russian PM Putin came with an idea to merge Gazprom and Naftogaz. 
· Due to a size of both companies it would not be a complete merge.  
· The transaction should be carried out through a share swap.  
· Thus, Russia would gain control over pipelines that go via Ukraine to Europe. 

Finland wants to build two new nuclear reactors 
· On 21 April the Finnish government released a plan on building two new nuclear reactors.  
· The reactors will be constructed by Teollisuuden Voima and Fennovoima. 
· This construction will make Finland independent on electricity import from 2020. 
· Final decision should be made in May when the proposal will be discussed in the Parliament. 

The US government approved a construction of an off-shore wind park  
· The “Cape Wind” wind park should be constructed near Cape Cod for USD 1 bn. 
· The Cape Wind will cover an area of 35 km2 with a capacity of 183 MW and will cover ¾ of consumption of Cape Code and close islands - Martha´s Vineyard and Nantucket. 
· The Cape Wind is one of the many projects that the government wants to build on the US Atlantic shore.   
Council adopts position on the labelling of energy-related products 
· The Council adopted a position at first reading on the Directive on the indication by labelling and standard product information of the consumption of energy and other resources by energy-related products. 
· The main aim of this recast directive is to extend the scope of the current Directive 92/75/EEC, restricted to household appliances, to allow for the labelling of all energy related products including the household, commercial and industrial sectors and some non-energy using products.  
Industry Committee of the Parliament votes to curb consumption  

· The Industry Committee approved the EU energy efficiency legislation for buildings and the new layout of the EU energy efficiency label. 

· These measures - which come in addition to the EU's 2008 climate change package - were agreed with the Council last year and are to be put to a final vote by the full Parliament in May. 
· The energy efficiency legislation aims to help consumers to cut their energy bills and the EU as a whole to hit its climate change target of using 20% less energy by 2020.
· All buildings built from the end of 2020 onwards must have high energy-saving standards and be powered to a large extent by renewable energy
Standard chargers needed to boost electric car market 
· In a resolution adopted by the Parliament in the beginning of May it is stated that standard chargers for electric cars would be a major step towards a single European electric vehicle market. 
· Smart electricity grids would also make these vehicles easier to use. 
· MEPs also called for a balanced development of related technologies with more EU support to innovation in this field.  
MEPs call for a reform of elections to the EP 
· The Lisbon Treaty enables the EP to change the election process of the European elections. 
· MEP Andrew Duff has proposed that EU citizens should be able to select 25 MEP candidates from a brand-new Europe-wide list in the next European elections. 
· EU citizens would have two votes in the European elections: one for candidates from their own country and one for candidates from above-mentioned pan-European list.   
Estonia enters eurozone next year  

· In the Commission’s 2010 Converge Report, it assesses progress with convergence in countries with derogation from euro area membership. 
· The Commission concluded that Estonia meets the criteria for adopting the euro and made a proposal to the Council to this effect. 
· The Council of EU finance ministers will take the final decision on the adoption of the euro in Estonia in July. 
Alberto Pototschnig to chair ACER

· The Administrative Board of the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) designated Alberto Pototschnig (Italy) as the first director of ACER. 
· His term of office is five years.
New strategy for the internal market  

· Former Commissioner Mario Monti released a report where he stressed for full single market.   
· He singles out a triple challenge that needs to be picked up: the loss of political and social confidence in European integration, the unequal attention given to components of the single market for it to be efficient and sustainable and, finally, the feeling that the single market is an achievement of the past that does not require active promotion. 

EU adopts new rules on organ transplants
· In a drive to facilitate the donation, transplantation and exchange of organs in Europe, the European Parliament voted to pass legislation that sets common EU quality and safety standards for transplants. 
· The common quality and safety standards were endorsed by 643 votes to 16, amid eight abstentions.  
Fifth European Nuclear Energy Forum
· The fifth plenary meeting of the European Nuclear Energy Forum (ENEF) took place in Bratislava on 25 and 26 May 2010. 

· It gathered more than 250 high-ranking participants from all relevant stakeholders.
· The meeting was opened by Mr Robert Fico, Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic, and by Mr Jan Fischer, Prime Minister of the Czech Republic 

· Along with Commissioner Oettinger, both PMs stressed a contribution of ENEF to an open debate. 

· Foundation of ENEL – a special school for post-graduate nuclear education that was established by an impulse of ENEF – was also on the agenda.  
· ENEF repeatedly called for stronger cooperation between the nuclear and renewable sources that are “friends, not foes”.   
· Working group “Opportunities” held a presentation on various models of financing of construction of new nuclear sources. 
· Working group “Transparency” introduced recommendations how to proceed in informing and communicating with a broad public.  
· Results of the “Best practices of individual utility companies” questionnaire were published – special attention was dedicated to an effort that the CEZ Group makes in order to increase education of the youth in nuclear area.    
