What happened in the past month... 
Agreement between the Parliament and the Council on energy-saving buildings
· On 17 November an important agreement on high energy-saving standards of future buildings was reached
· Under the new rules, by the end of 2020 EU member states must ensure that all newly-constructed buildings have a very high energy performance 
· Moreover, the public sector must set an example by owning or renting only this kind of building by the end of 2018 and by promoting the conversion of existing buildings into "nearly zero" standard.
Revision of rules on energy labelling
· On 17 November representatives of the Swedish Presidency and the EP agreed on future expansion of current energy labelling of products.  
· The change regards the most energy-efficient class A. 
· The deal sees the class A divided into 3 categories out of which the most energy-efficient one will be A+++ category. 
· This agreement is formally a subject of approval by the Council. 
Reinforcement of the Early Warning Mechanism in case of energy crisis 

· Andris Piebalgs and Sergej Šmatko signed a memorandum on the Early Warning Mechanism
· New rules set clear definition of the circumstances that would trigger the activation of the mechanism. 
Reinforcement of the energy efficiency standards under the Energy Star programme 
· The European Commission and the US Environmental Protection Agency agreed to adopt new ambitious specifications for displays under the EU-US Energy Star Programme.
· Energy Star is part of the EU's strategy to better manage energy demand, contribute to security of energy supply and mitigate climate change.

· The new criteria are expected to trigger about 9 TWh electricity savings during the next five years in the EU which is comparable to the annual electricity consumption of households in Bulgaria.
The Great Britain voices fear of insufficient gas 

· The Great Britain and Europe are to face problems with gas supplies that might cause a deficit of more than 40 bn cubic meters within 6 years. 
· This dark scenario could be fulfilled if key Russian projects of pipelines failed – such as Nord Stream, South Stream and Nabucco. 
Ambitious America to lead R&D in alternative energy field
· Barack Obama in his speech at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Boston said the nation that would lead in the alternative-energy field would also lead the world. Over the next three years, Americans will be required to replace nearly all their traditional light bulbs with cooler, more energy-efficient bulbs.  

Slovenia supports South Stream 
· Slovenia became a fifth country that supported the South Stream project. 
· The agreement was sealed on 14 November by the Russian Energy Minister Sergej Šmatko and the Slovenian Economy Minister Matej Lahovnik
EdF signed a cooperation agreement with PGE

· Electricité de France (EdF) signed a cooperation agreement with Polish PGE.
· The agreement sets cooperation in the nuclear energy field and represents a big opportunity for EdF to take part in construction of the first Polish nuclear power plant. 
· Another point of cooperation is an elaboration of study on using technology of EPR nuclear reactor by French Areva. 
Austria cannot bring suit over Temelín
· Austrian courts cannot decide in the case of Temelin nuclear power plant, the European Court of Justice ruled on 29 October.  
· Thus, the European Court of Justice has again confirmed that the Czech Temelin nuclear power plant´s operation is in harmony with the Czech and European legislation. 
· According to the European Court of Justice, Austria must respect the operation permit issued in the Czech Republic and it cannot ignore it, justifying such a stance by the necessity to protect the inhabitants´ lives and health, the environment and ownership rights.
Commission approves proposed acquisition of Segebel by EdF
· The European Commission cleared under the EU Merger Regulation the proposed acquisition by EdF of exclusive control of Segebel, a holding company whose only asset is a 51% stake in SPE S.A., the second largest electricity operator in Belgium. 
· EDF committed to immediately divest the assets of one of its companies in charge of the development of one of EDF's planned power station projects.
The European Commission gave a nod to Jaslovské Bohunice 

· The European Commission has cleared under the EU Merger Regulation the proposed joint venture Jadrová energetická spoločnosť Slovenska, a.s. (JESS), of the Slovak Republic
· The parent companies, which will get joint control of the joint venture, are CEZ Bohunice a.s. (CEZB), and Jadrová a vyraďovacia spoločnosť, a. s. (JAVYS). The joint venture, JESS, will be a new nuclear power plant located in Slovakia, active in the generation and sale of electricity. 
The Commission fines plastic additives producers 
· The European Commission has imposed a total of € 173 860 400 fines on 24 companies from 10 different undertakings for violating the EC Treaty’s ban on cartels and restrictive business practices (Article 81). 
· Between 1987 and 2000 the companies fixed prices, shared customers, allocated markets and exchanged sensitive commercial information for tin stabilisers (1987-2000) and ESBO/esters (1991-2000) heat stabilisers in the European Economic Area. Chemtura Corporation participated but was not fined because it revealed the existence of the cartels to the Commission.
Member states clueless over new MEPs
· The European Parliament should have 18 new MEPs after the Lisbon Treaty entered into force.  
The Lisbon Treaty provides for 751 MEPs.
· However, the current EP is formed by the Nice Treaty that provided for 736 MEPs. 
· However, as agreed at the December 2008 summit between EU heads of state and government, the number of MEPs will be increased to 754 MEPs until 2014 in order to maintain 99 MEPs for Germany. After 2014 this number will fall to 96. 
· These MEPs wil be grantet a status of “observers” with no actual voting rights. 
Štefan Füle is the new Czech Commissioner  

· Štefan Füle was named a successor of Vladimir Spindla by the Czech government on 10 November. 
· Štefan Füle, who was a member of the cabinet of Jan Fischer, now expects a verdict of the president of the EC Barroso what portfolio he will be responsible for. 
· José Manuel Barroso now has to delegate new portfolios as well (e.g. mitigation of climate change) among 26 candidates nominated by member states.   

The EU is just a step away from adopting new rules in telco 
· Representatives of the EP and the Council have finally agreed on a reform telecommunications package. 
· The purpose of the package is to enhance competition on Europe’s telecoms markets, from better coverage with fast internet broadband connections across Europe, and from a stronger entrenchment of their right to privacy with regard to telecoms operators.
· Moreover, a new EU telecommunications office will be established that will keep an eye on pursuing the EU rules.  
The first president of the EU
· 19 November 2009 will be marked in the EU history as a day when the first European president was elected.   
· The current Belgian Prime Minister Herman Van Rompuy will come into the office on 1 December.   
· The first High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy was elected current British Commissioner Catherine Ashton.
