What happened in the past month...
The European Wind Energy Association (EWEA) laid a proposal to finish international transmission network that should secure energy transmission from the sea to land. Underdeveloped transmission network and lack of finance are the key barriers in realization of wind energy projects. It is estimated today that planned projects of wind energy power plants could cover up to 10 % of European energy consumption.    

Since 2006 when the Nord Stream project was given a status of “public interest”, this project has stirred great political discussions. Most recently Lithuanian president Dalia Grybauskaite has displayed hostility toward the project which is designed to bring Russian gas directly to Germany, bypassing Ukraine. At a press briefing in the European Parliament the former European Commissioner turned down an argument that the Nord Stream pipeline would be a priority project for the EU. She also added that the project would be by no means backed by European money. 
On 9 September a Turkish delegation lead by Yusuf Yazar, Deputy Undersecretary for Energy, met in Vienna with a European Commission negotiating team headed by Fabrizio Barbaso, Deputy Director General for Energy, for a first negotiating session in view of Turkey's accession to the Energy Community Treaty. The first negotiating session focused on the progress of reforms in the Turkish energy sector and the related legislative changes for the implementation of the Energy Community Treaty. The meeting allowed for a comprehensive review of the requirements to be met in relation with the Turkish energy sector policy and reflected the advanced state of reforms in Turkey, in particular in the electricity sector.

In his speech at the European Offshore Wind conference held in Sweden, the European commissioner for energy Andris Piebalgs seized the opportunity of the host country and stressed the importance of Swedish Presidency for the energy sector. The key task of the Presidency, according to Piebalgs, would be reaching an agreement at the climate conference in Copenhagen in December. Moreover, the commissioner stressed the importance of the offshore wind energy. The European Environment Agency estimates that that the economic potential for energy production from offshore wind is more than 3000 TWh in 2030, or almost 80% of expected EU electricity consumption by then.    
On 7 September Norway and Sweden signed an agreement to develop a common financial support system for renewable energies. The two Scandinavian countries aim to introduce a joint market-based system of ‘green certificates’ by 2012. The idea of a common approach arose in 2006, but it was later refused by Norway. 
MEPs are preparing to pressure their colleagues in the US Senate to agree ambitious emissions reduction targets ahead of negotiations over a new climate treaty in Copenhagen this December. Thus, the European Parliament is planning to send a delegation to Washington to clear concerns about emissions trading. The aim of the visit would be to encourage the US Senate to pass ambitious climate legislation by explaining the benefits of the EU's climate and energy package, including legislation on renewable energy, efficiency and emissions trading. 
Speaking in the European Parliament’s Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE), Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs has expressed optimism as to the EU’s security of gas supply. Piebalgs was updating the newly composed committee on European Commission activities to improve Europe’s security of supply, specifically in the field of gas. The commissioner was also quick to attribute the quiet summer – in terms of avoiding a further gas conflict between Russia and Ukraine – to Commission-led efforts to secure financing for Ukraine’s Naftogaz. 

At a meeting of the Commission's Climate Change Committee, EU Member States approved a draft decision listing 164 industrial sectors and sub-sectors deemed to be exposed to 'carbon leakage'. Under the revised EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) which will apply from 2013, installations in such sectors will receive a higher share of greenhouse gas emission allowances free of charge than other industrial sectors. The final Decision should be adopted by the European Commission by the end of the year following scrutiny by the European Parliament and the Council.


 The European Commission has cleared under the EU Merger Regulation the proposed acquisition of KOM-STROM AG of Germany by a wholly-owned subsidiary of DONG Energy A/S of Denmark. Both companies are involved, inter alia, in the supply of electricity and natural gas in Germany. After examining the operation, the Commission concluded that the transaction would not significantly impede effective competition in the European Economic Area (EEA) or any substantial part of it.
European Commissioners Neelie Kroes and Andris Piebalgs consider that the proposed reforms of the French Government concerning the electricity market could constitute a step towards the effective opening-up of that market to competition. The French authorities have made the commitment in particular not to maintain regulated tariffs for large and medium-sized companies beyond a limited transition period. These tariffs are currently subject to two investigations being carried out by the European Commission.

On 14 September the Energy Council adopted a directive requiring member states to maintain minimum stocks of oil or petroleum products. The directive, which is to replace all existing Community legislation in this field (Council directives 2006/67/EC and 73/238/EEC and Council decision 68/416/EEC), is intended to improve the functioning of current EU oil stocks mechanisms, so as to ensure the availability of oil in the event of a crisis.
On 17 July the Energy Community Secretariat submitted a Reasoned Opinion in Case ECS-2/08 against the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The case concerns several aspects of the Energy Law as amended in 2008 with a bearing on the structure of the wholesale electricity market and the methodology for calculating regulated distribution tariffs. FYROM now has two months to amend its legislation.  
On 16 September José Manuel Barroso won endorsement by a comfortable majority of MEPs for a second term as president of the European Commission. Barroso obtained 382 votes from the 718 MEPs who voted, while 219 voted against him and 117 abstained. 
Lisbon Treaty now fights on five front lines, whereas the most important one is repeated Irish referendum. The Treaty also awaits a signature of Czech, German and Polish president and results of British parliamentary elections.

At an informal meeting in Brussels on 17 September, 27 Heads of State and Government established the EU's position for the G–20 summit in Pittsburgh on 24 and 25 September. 
Since 1 September the manufacture and import of 100 watt bulbs and all frosted bulbs has been banned in the EU. After 2012 only energy saving light bulbs will be available and after 2016 only bulbs of “C” energy class. 
