What happened in the past month…
Web SETIS launched 
· In October a website of the Strategic energy technology plan information system (SETIS) was launched.
· This website contains information on a SET plan and above all on particular priority technologies developed and supported by this initiative. 
· The website should continually track a development of particular low-emission technologies and public as well as private expenditures going into research and development regarding priority technologies.     
· Moreover, SETIS came up with an “Energy cost calculator” that can be used to calculate power production costs for different technologies under different economical circumstances.  
EU positions in negotiating a future global climate change agreement 

· The UN Framework Convention Conference on Climate Change and Kyoto Protocol will take place on December 7th – 18th 2009 in Copenhagen.
In order to prevent global warming from reaching the dangerous levels – more than 2°C above the pre-industrial temperature - it is necessary to cut global emissions by at least 50 % of 1990 levels by 2050.   
· The negotiations are being conducted on two parallel tracks. On one track the 192 Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, which include the U.S., are discussing long-term cooperative action to combat climate change. On the other track the 184 Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, without the U.S., are discussing post-2012 emission reduction commitments for industrialised countries.  
Tyres under scrutiny 
· EU Industry committee reached a political agreement on a system for tyres labelling that should have a positive impact on the environment.   
· A consumer should be informed about fuel efficiency, wet grip and noise performance. 
· Like the European energy label, the tyre label will use classes ranging from best-performance (green “A” class) to worst (red “G” class).  
Declaration supporting standardisation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
· One of the aspects of the March declaration of electricity sector chief executives is a call on the EU to boost investments into electric vehicle charging infrastructure (incl. hybrid vehicles, so called plug-in vehicles).   
· Transport, using electricity produced by low-emission sources, can significantly contribute to cutting greenhouse gases and at the same time can boost diversification of fuel mix and energy security. 
The chief executives of the European Electricity Industry (EURELECTRIC) released a declaration to support standardisation of electric vehicle infrastructure whose aim is to gain support from the European Commission and called upon all transport and energy stakeholders to support the drive to achieve a standard for electric vehicle charging systems and thus help to make convenient electric road mobility across Europe a reality for citizens . 
Belgium postpones phase-out policy
· The Belgium government decided to extend the period of operation of three reactors at the country’s nuclear power plants (Doel and Tihange) by 10 years (2015 – 2025). 
· The decision is consistent with the recommendations of the GEMIX, a group of national and international experts that was in charge of identifying the optimal energy mix. 
French EDF sells its British distribution division
· The aim is to reduce vast company indebtedness that should allegedly reach EUR 37bn.  
The company tries to reduce its debt until the end of 2010 by 5bn and by selling its British division it could earn up to EUR 4bn. 
A new world energy report presented at the UN climate conference
· The International Energy Agency released its annual world energy outlook. 
· According to the report, due to global recession greenhouse gases could fall by 3 % which would be the steepest fall of the greenhouse gases in the past 40 years. 
· The report sets out a series of policies for countries at different stages of development that would see fossil fuel use peak before 2020.

Russia strengthens its position on the oil market
· According to the Russian Ministry for Energy, crude oil production in Russia exceeded 10 mil barrels per day. 
· The oil production rose by 0,4 % to 10,01 mil barrels per day in September compared to 9,97 mil barrels per day in August, thus marked a record again. 
· A gas production rose year-on-year even by 8,6 % to 1,52 mld  cubic meters per day. 
A new project of an energy sustainable city 
· A city of Masdar in the United Arab Emirates will be 100 % dependent on the renewable energy sources, will not produce any waste and will be carbon-neutral.   
· According to experts, most technologies that will be deployed in Masdar, could be also applied in European cities that are responsible for more than two thirds of emissions.  
The EU wants to strengthen a system of gas supplies
· The European Commission adopted a new regulation to improve security of gas supplies in the framework of the internal gas market. 
· The proposed regulation would strengthen the existing EU system for gas supply security by ensuring that all Member States and their gas market players take effective action well in advance to prevent and mitigate the consequences of potential disruptions to gas supplies.

EIB grants EUR 200mil to Centrobanca 

· The European Investment Bank (EIB) and Centrobanca signed a framework loan for financing energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. Under the agreement, the EIB is making available to Centrobanca total funds of EUR 200 million that will be destined mainly for small and medium-scale projects (costing up to EUR 25 and 50 million respectively) but also for bigger schemes (costing more than EUR 50 million). 
· Centrobanca plans to finance projects on increasing energy efficiency and renewable sources. 
The Council adopts new eco-design directive
· On September 24th the Council adopted a revised eco-design directive following a first-reading agreement with the European Parliament. 
· The new directive extends the scope of the existing directive 2005/32 by covering in principle all energy-related products. This will improve the energy and resource efficiency of a much wider range of products and reduce demand on natural resources, contributing to the security of energy supply and to the achievement of greenhouse gas emission targets in the EU. 
The Commission market tests commitments proposed by Svenska Kraftnät  
· The European Commission has invited comments from interested parties on the commitments offered by Svenska Kraftnät (SvK), the Swedish transmission system operator, following the Commission's concerns that SvK might have breached EC Treaty antitrust rules on the abuse of a dominant market position. 
· The Commission's concerns relate to the Swedish electricity transmission market, and in particular that SvK is limiting the amount of export transmission capacity available on electricity interconnectors situated along Sweden's borders. 
The Commission fines producers of power transformers 
· The European Commission has imposed fines totalling € 67 644 000  on seven companies – ABB, AREVA T&D, ALSTOM, Fuji Electrics, Hitachi and Toshiba - for violating the EC Treaty’s ban on cartels and restrictive business practices (Article 81). 
· Siemens also participated but was not fined because it revealed the existence of the cartel in question to the Commission. 
Further ratification process of Lisbon Treaty 
· In October 67,1 % of the Irish gave a nod to the treaty. 
· Now 26 EU members have ratified the treaty. 
Slovakia changed its commissioner
· In October Ján Figeľ, the commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Youth was replaced by Maroš Šefčovič, a former ambassador of Slovakia to the EU.   
The Commission tries to boost energy efficiency by IT deployment 

· The European Commission released a recommendation of the sector of information and communication technologies that should greatly contribute to reducing CO2 emissions and energy consumption. 
· According to the McKinsey study, that the Commission has ordered, convenient deployment of IT technologies can help reduce CO2 emissions by 15 % until 2020. 
